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MIGRATION & DEVELOPMENT
THE GAMBIA, GUINEA, GUINEA-BISSAU, SENEGAL

This three-year project aims to strengthen the socio-economic 
development and mobility of youth in rural and border regions of the 
Gambia, Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, and Guinea. it builds on two previous 
initiatives: “Bringing together youth, the diaspora and local authorities 
for an integrated approach to promoting employment and combating 
irregular migration in the Gambia, Guinea and Guinea-Bissau” (YDLA), 
and “Supporting local economic development in the Gambia, Guinea and 
Guinea-Bissau” (SLED). these projects were implemented by IOM between 
2018 and 2021 with financial support from the Italian Agency for 
Development Cooperation (AICS).

The current project aims not only to consolidate gains from these 
previous interventions, but also consider the recommendations made 
following the SLED project ¨nal evaluation.

In a bid to address the challenges relating to youth unemployment and 
irregular migration, IOM plans to strengthen socio-economic development
and intra-regional mobility in the rural areas of these four countries, based 
on youth-focused programmes.

The aim is to promote safe, orderly and regular mobility, both within 
and across borders, while ensuring a balance between labour supply and 
labour demand to support youth employment and income generation. 
This requires the adoption of evidence-based policies and strategies on 
migration governance, as well as the creation of employment opportunities
for youth in strategic economic sectors.
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PROJECT: PROMOTING INTRA-REGIONAL LABOUR MIGRATION
FOR LOCAL DEVELOPMENT IN WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES

LABOUR MIGRATION POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH

MAINSTREAMING LABOUR MIGRATION IN 
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Labour force survey and labour migration 
assessment.

Labour market assessments.

National youth employment strategy 
+ Integrated Labour Market Information 
System.

Strengthening inter-ministerial 
coordination on migration.

TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
TO IMPROVE EMPLOYMENT AND 

INCOME GENERATION

Creation of 40 businesses and training in 
sustainable entrepreneurship for 100 young 
people.

Support for 20 new businesses, micro-
credits, and technical training for 100 young 
people.

Income-generating activities for 150 young 
people and ¨nancial support for 150 
entrepreneurs.

Entrepreneurship training for 100 
bene¨ciaries and ¨nancial support for 100 
entrepreneurs.

THE PRIVATE SECTOR, DIASPORA,
AND INSTITUTIONS SUPPORT

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Diaspora mentoring for 5 government 
institutions and creation of a regional 
employment centre.

Conducting a job fair with the participation 
of the diaspora.

Rehabilitation of the border market in 
Koundara.

Strengthening of value chain networks, 
creation of 20 micro-enterprises for 100 
young people in border communities.

SHARING EXPERIENCES ON 
MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

BETWEEN NATIONS

Training on mainstreaming migration in 
local development plans.

Consultations on national and regional 
coordination mechanisms for migration.

Setting up an observatory for youth labour 
mobility.

Study on skilled diaspora and remittances.

PROJECT WORKSTREAMS

For more information:
Naomi SHIFERAW, Senior Thematic Specialist -
Labour Migration and Social Inclusion (LMI) - snaomi@iom.int
IOM Regional O�ce for West and Central Africa
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