
 HIGH-LEVEL STAKEHOLDERS' MEETING ON THE INITIATIVE TO
IMPROVE IMMUNIZATION AGAINST COVID-19 IN WEST AND

CENTRAL AFRICA

1.   The High-Level Stakeholders' Meeting on Accelerated Vaccination against COVID-19
in the West and Central African Region was held from September 12-13, 2022 in Dakar,
Senegal, under the chairmanship of His Excellency, Mr. Macky SALL, President of the
Republic of Senegal and current Chairperson of the African Union, represented by
Madam the Minister of Health and Social Action

2.  The countries and partners listed in the appendix duly mandated participated in the
2-day meeting.

3. At the opening ceremony, Dr. Marie Khemesse Ngom NDIAYE, Minister of Health and
Social Action delivered her speech after the IOM speech on behalf of the United Nations
Agencies, GAVI and Africa CDC.
 

4.   At the end of the 2-day meeting, the governments and partner institutions took note
of the reports of past and ongoing projects on immunization strategies in the region,
the various presentations on the achievements and challenges of COVID-19
immunization, and the resulting strategic conclusions.

5.  Countries and partners discussed the challenges of COVID-19 immunization in the
West and Central Africa region characterized by: low overall vaccine coverage,
logistical supply problems, limited access to some difficult areas, difficulty in
vaccinating all vulnerable populations, misinformation, and various factors that have a
deleterious impact on vaccine uptake in communities in the region.

6.  Participants commended the joint efforts of countries and partners to achieve the
WHO goal of 70% of the population fully immunized against COVID-19 in the region and
encouraged continued social, institutional, and political commitment, supported by
ongoing multisectoral advocacy
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Encourage States to finance from their own funds by providing secure, easily
accessible and sustainable budget lines for the response to health emergencies,
encourage sustainable innovative financing and put in place mechanisms to ensure
the optimal absorption of mobilized resources ;
Encourage local production of vaccines in response to health emergencies based
primarily on national funding with the support of partners, to implement the Addis
Ababa Declaration on Immunization ;
Harmonize inter-state strategies and promote the pooling of resources among
border countries in response to health emergencies in the West and Central African
region, taking into account all the entry points.

Strengthen the stimulation of demand for immunization by the population by relying
on community involvement, multisectoriality, and the support of non-conventional
partners such as scientists, religious leaders, customary leaders, professional
corporations, associations, civil society and bloggers. ;
Improve communication through the use of social networks to combat infodemia
and flood networks with pro-vaccination messages ;
Encourage immunization by targeting vulnerable people (elderly, chronically ill,
disabled, populations in cross-border or conflict zones, etc.) by strengthening
outreach strategies. 

7.    Participants invited countries that have achieved the highest levels of immunization
coverage to share their experiences and good practices throughout the region.

8.    Participants agreed to reaffirm their commitment to support efforts and strategies to
stimulate improved immunization coverage in the region.

9.   At the end of the meeting, the participants formulated the main recommendations
that marked the conclusions of the High Level Meeting and adopted the following
resolutions :

Countries and partners commit to the following areas:

Advocacy and political engagement for funding and community mobilization:

The availability of vaccination everywhere, including in areas of difficult access :
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Develop targeted, evidence-based communication and community engagement
strategies with a focus on gender, older adults, etc. based on supply and
communicate the value of immunization in simple terms ;
Strengthen collaboration with trusted influencers to promote immunization and risk
communication ;
Invest in building the capacity of frontline workers in interpersonal communication.

Develop and implement national multi-sectoral and operational plans for
accelerating immunization against Covid-19 that take into account the various
specific mobile groups (migrants, refugees, internally displaced persons - IDPs, etc.)
involving communities, civil society organizations and non-governmental
humanitarian organizations, aligning available resources, providing for a mapping
of these groups in the countries and offering integrated services ;
Provide specific interventions such as community health development and
strengthening, immunization campaigns, deployment of immunization teams on
migrant routes, in IDP or refugee camps, etc ;
Supporting research that emphasizes storage vaccines that are adapted to
country logistics and minimize waste and time constraints.

Promotion and stimulation of demand for vaccination:

Reaching specific targets: mobile populations (migrants, refugees, internally
displaced persons, etc.) :
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10.     The Chairwoman of the meeting, on behalf of all the participants, expressed her
immense gratitude to His Excellency Mr. Macky SALL, President of the Republic of Senegal
and current Chairperson of the African Union, and to his government for hosting this high-
level meeting. It also thanks the Ministers and Heads of Delegation present, the
participants and the agencies of the United Nations system for their tireless efforts in
implementing the essential capacities of the IHR 2005 and in coordinating the response
to COVID-19.

In addition, it calls for an annual monitoring and evaluation meeting. 

Done in Dakar, September 13, 2022

        THE SIGNATORIES 

Republic of SENEGAL
Minister of Health and Social Action 
Dr Marie Khémesse NGOM NDIAYE 

Republic of CAPE VERDE 
Vice-Minister of Health 
Evandro Bernardino Das Neves Pires MONTEIRO

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Minister of Public Health, Hygiene and Prevention 
Jean-Jacques Mbanda MBUNGANI

Republic of SIERRA LEONE 
Minister of Health and Sanitation
Austin Hingha DEMBY
 

Republic of CHAD 
Minister Secretary of State for Public Health and National Solidarity 
Dr MBAIDEDJI Dékandji Francine 4


