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The West and Central African region is a vast and diverse socio-economic and geopolitical landscape, beset by a myriad of challenges 

- including health - but also rich in opportunities. Migration - in all its forms - is a defining characteristic of this landscape. It is now 

considered a social determinant of health. Indeed, the health of individual migrants is affected by the circumstances and challenges of 

the migration process, and population movements have an impact on public health as they can contribute to the spread of epidemics. 

IOM supports governments in West and Central Africa to address the health challenges  related to migration and more generally  to 

population mobility through several themes and activities presented in this document in a non-exhaustive manner. 

MIGRANT HEALTH 

IOM conducts migration health assessments and travel health assistance as part of  

voluntary return assistance within the sub-region. Activities include health assessments 

(questionnaire and physical examination) and support to medical cases, and medical 

escort assistance as required. 

Photo : Migrant receiving a medical clearance following a health assessment conducted 

by a doctor at the IOM partner clinic © IOM, Mali, 2020. 

Human mobility characteristics in this region expose people on the move to health hazards and increased vulnerability to ill 

health, which might result in increased morbidity and mortality. Thus, IOM supports governments in addressing the health needs 

of migrants. 
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Mass Screening and Transfer to Transit Centres 

Primary Health Care for Migrants and Communities 

Vaccination Through UN Clinics 

IOM provides medical services, such as vaccination, to UN staff and their dependents 

through the UN Clinics. 

Photo: COVID-19 vaccine administration at a UN clinic © IOM, Nigeria, 2021. 

Addressing Health Needs of Migrants: Mining Workers 

 To assist governments in addressing migration- and mobility- related health challenges, 

IOM conducts projects to provide access to high-quality health services for migrants and 

undertake studies to promote evidence-based migration health policies. 

Photo: Data collection for the study on health risks, vulnerabilities and needs of   

migrants and communities of gold miners in Kédougou © IOM, Senegal, 2021. 

To increase migrants' access to health care and respond to the needs of local      pop-

ulations in key migrant transit areas, IOM provides support to the primary health care 

system through, for example, the rehabilitation of health facilities and provision of med-

ical equipment and supplies. 

Photo: Moussoro health centre rehabilitated by IOM. Moussoro, a city located in central 

Chad, is a key transit point for migrants in Chad © IOM, Chad, 2020. 

 

Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) 

Migration Health Assessment & Travel Health Assistance for Visa 

Applicants 

IOM conducts migration health assessments and travel health assistance to migrants, 

refugees, and immigrant visa applicants. Activities include health assessments, screenings, 

DNA sample collection, laboratory investigation. 

 

Photo : Migration health assessments and Travel Health Assistance conducted at the 

Migration Health Assessment Centre in Accra © IOM, Ghana, 2021.  

To improve the mental health and psychosocial well-being of migrants, crisis-affected 

populations and communities, IOM provides MHPSS services and activities, such as   

deploying mobile teams, conducting focus groups, capacity building (health workers, 

community leaders, immigration officers, etc.).

Photo: Using psychodrama to shed light on the mental health challenges faced by   

returnees and communities following a shipwreck © IOM The Gambia, 2020. 

 IOM supports early detection and case referral measures through screening of return-

ing migrants. Screening is carried out on mass arrival at borders, on arrival or during 

stays in transit centers.  

Photo: Departure of migrants from Assamaka to Arlit, the nurse does the triage upon 

arrival, and before departure © IOM, Niger, June 2019. 
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Capacity Building at Points of Entry : Simulation Exercise 

Following the training of frontline workers, IOM supports the conduct of simulation   

exercises as part of the strengthening of prevention, detection and the response to   

public health events at points of entry. 

Photo: Simulation exercise at the port of Bubaque on disease surveillance © IOM    

Guinea-Bissau, 2020. 

Population Mobility Mapping (PMM) 

Capacity Building  at  Points of Entry : Training  

In order to strengthen the capacity to prevent, detect and respond to public health 

events of health, border, and other frontline workers at points of entry, IOM supports 

the conduct of training (SOPs, PHERPS, ICP, etc.). 

Photo : Training for frontline workers in Korhogo on public health at points of entry  © 

IOM Côte d’Ivoire, 2021. 

 The PMM is an IOM tool, which aims to inform interventions related to the prevention, 

detection and response to public health emergencies and international health threats, 

through a better understanding of the dynamics of human mobility and the identifica-

tion of priority communities and locations that may be vulnerable to public health risks. 

Photo: Participatory population mobility mapping exercise conducted in Bertoua in  

response to COVID-19 © IOM, Cameroon, 2020. 

 

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and Plans 
As part of strengthening core public health capacity at points of entry, IOM supports the 

development of SOPs, including detection, notification, isolation, and management of 

suspected cases of epidemic-prone disease; and plans such as Public Health Emergency 

Response Plans (PHERPs), according to the International Health Regulations (IHR). 

MIGRATION AND HEALTH FROM PUBLIC HEALTH PERSPECTIVES 

Photos: Covers of the Public Health Priority SOPs booklet and the Blaise Diagne Inter-

national Airport PHERP © IOM, Senegal, 2020. 

The region is particularly vulnerable to epidemic-prone diseases (EPDs) and outbreaks, and due to the high mobility of popula-

tions in the region, a public health event can quickly spread across international borders. Therefore, IOM supports governments 

to strengthen their capacity to prevent, detect and respond to public health events. 

Community Events-based Surveillance (CEBS) 

To strengthen the capacity of border communities to detect, notify, and respond to 

public health events, IOM supports health authorities in conducting CEBS activities, such 

as developing tools and guides, training community health workers, and collecting data. 

Photo: Community Health Workers conduct Community Events based Surveillance in 

Guinea-Bissau © IOM, Guinea-Bissau, 2018. 

Screening and Referral 

IOM aids in establishing and conducting health screening and referral at borders and 

other spaces of vulnerability where disease transmission risks related to population  

mobility may be high, when this public health measure is included in national planning to 

prepare for and respond to a health threat, such as an epidemic. 

Photo : Point of entry staff conducting the screening for COVID-19 at Tombo Wharf, 

a major transport centre in Freetown © IOM Sierra Leone, 2020.
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Multi-sectoral and Cross-border Coordination 

 To strengthen multi-sectoral and cross-border coordination in communicable disease 

preparedness, prevention, detection and response, IOM supports, the conduct of cross

-border collaboration meetings and development of related documents, such as cross-

border memorandums of understanding and SOPs. 

Photo: Cross-border collaboration meeting between Sierra Leone, Guinea, Côte 

d’Ivoire and Liberia © IOM, Sierra Leone, 2021. 

 

Capacity Building and Logistical Support to the Emergency 

Operations Centers (EOC) 

IOM provides support to the EOCs, including health crisis management organizations, 

through capacity building and logistical support activities, such as establishing/

rehabilitating centres and providing equipment, conducting health emergency manage-

ment training for health workers, and developing SOPs. 

 IOM conducts health related RCCE activities, particularly as part of community-based 

preparedness and response to ensure that populations at risk are well-informed on 

how to avoid infection, prevent transmission, and seek care. These activities include the 

development of information materials that include migrants and RCCE campaigns. 

Photo: Awareness-raising sessions on gender-based violence and the prevention of   

sexual exploitation and abuse in the northern region © IOM, Burkina Faso, 2021. 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 

 To prevent disease transmission, IOM undertakes IPC measures such as providing basic 

equipment including disinfectants and personal protection equipment. IOM also imple-

ments WASH interventions, including installing handwashing facilities at PoEs, health 

facilities, transit centres and other vulnerable areas. 

Photo: In Kaga-Bandoro (Nana-Gribizi prefecture), provision of handwashing Kit in pre-

vention of COVID-19 © IOM CAR 2021. 

Provision of Infrastructure and Supplies

 IOM contributes to field operations expertise to emergency response efforts, engaging 

with government and partners to support the procurement and distribution of essen-

tial supplies and rehabilitation or construction of infrastructure at PoEs, such as 

equipped observation/isolation sites. 

Photo: Capacity building of the Gorgui POE to respond to COVID-19 through the  

installation of isolation sites deployed jointly with UNHCR © IOM Mauritania, 2020. 

Dr Viviane NZEUSSEU 

Regional Migration Health Specialist 

vnzeusseu@iom.int 

Agnès COUVRAY 

Programme Officer (Health, Borders and Mobility Management) 

acouvray@iom.int 

For more information on the above activities please contact the regional Migration Health Division (MHD) team  : 

Infection, Prevention, and Control (IPC) 

Photo: Meeting EOC-PH N’Zerekore during Ebola virus disease outbreak © IOM, 

Guinea, 2021


