
MIGRATION, ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN CHAD

A landlocked Sahelian country in central Africa, Chad is one of 
the most vulnerable countries to the effects of climate change 
and environmental degradation in the world (ND- GAIN Index 
2020). Since 1960, mean annual temperatures have risen by 
0.7°C according to the World Bank (2015). Increased levels 
of heat lead to extreme events, such as droughts, wildfires, 
and heat waves which adversely affects crop growth. Likewise, 
Chad’s unpredictable rainfall patterns, flooding, and droughts 
exacerbate economic and social problems, leading to increased 
conflict, irregular migration, and displacement.

Chad is especially sensitive to variability in precipitation. 
Eighty per cent of the country is dependent on agriculture 
and livestock sectors for subsistence and employment, which 
makes changes in precipitation and unexpected climate events 
more disruptive. Since 2008, nearly 7 million people have been 
affected by droughts and floods (EM-DAT 2022). Extreme 
events have displaced almost 800,000 people (IDMC 2022), 
destroyed livelihoods, and undermined economic development. 
In 2022, 16 out of 23 provinces (70%) in Chad were impacted 
by floods affecting 623,000 people

MIGRATION, ENVIRONMENT

AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN CHAD

Institutional Strategy on Migration, Environment and Climate Change

IOM has developed a strategy to respond to major changes in global, regional, national, and sub-national 
policy discussions on migration, environment, and climate change and to increasing body of knowledge. 
The approach is aligned across the Humanitarian, Development and Peace Nexus (HDPN). The Strategy 
formulates three strategic objectives:

1. “We develop solutions for people to move” - Managing migration in the context of climate change, 
environmental degradation, and disasters due to natural hazards.

2. “We develop solutions for people on the move” - Assisting and protecting migrants and displaced 
persons in the context of climate change, environmental degradation, and disasters due to natural hazards.

3. “We develop solutions for people to stay” - Making migration a choice by building resilience and 
addressing the adverse climatic and environmental drivers that compel people to move.

“Minimize the adverse 
drivers and structural 
factors that compel 
people to leave their 
country of origin.”

Objective 2
Global Compact for Safe, 

Orderly and Regular
Migration

Find out more at
iom.int/global-compact-migration
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For more information, please contact
Anne Kathrin Schaefer, IOM Chad Chief of Mission.

Email : aschaefer@iom.int ; Telephone : +235 60 28 17 78 / 98 10 90 47

IOM MECC ACTIVITIES IN CHAD

Data and Research

IOM Chad is establishing regular, long-term, and context-specific data production mechanism and mappings 
to better capture the impact of climate change on human mobility, conflicts, and fill existing gaps. This 
includes:

• Research on the relationship between climate change, food security, and migration in Chad to generate 
new knowledge and evidence through joint approaches.

• Displacement Tracking Matrix – DTM to produce, analyze and share contextualized research outputs 
and data on migration and displacement trends associated with climate change, environmental degradation, 
and disasters due to natural hazards, disaggregated by gender, vulnerabilities, and age. 

• Transhumance trend monitoring using IOM’s Transhumance Tracking Tool – TTT to better understand 
new and existing pastoral dynamics and reduce related conflicts. 

• Disaster Risk Reduction – DRR to enhance evidence-based approaches on preparedness, early action and 
humanitarian response to address and resolve displacement in the context of climate change, environmental 
degradation, and natural disasters.

Progressive efforts towards resilience 

Innovative approaches are required to enhance communities’ resilience 
to climate change, environmental degradation and natural disasters. 
In Chad, IOM implements the following initiatives:

• Community gardens promoting smart agriculture practices to 
increase economics opportunities for Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) and local communities with focus on vulnerable groups, 
which were successfully piloted with a high level of appreciation 
from communities.

• Supporting the positive contributions of migrant and host communities 
to climate action and sustainable development with a focus on green 
jobs, sustainable food systems, irrigation water, and land preservation.

• Promoting renewable energy to increase access to green energy 
sources and reduce deforestation in remote areas.

Humanitarian-Development- Peace Nexus (HDPN)

Applying the nexus approach to address climate change, environmental degradation, and conflict can 
improve outcomes for food and nutrition security and ensure long-lasting success for environmental 
sustainability and human security. In Chad, IOM implements the following initiatives :

• Local committees and Early Warning System for the prevention and management of conflicts related 
to the use of natural resources 

• Building the capacities of communities on sustainable natural resource management and smart agriculture 
practices 

• Increasing access to basic infrastructures such as water points and community gardens and promoting 
sustainable income generating activities in remote areas


