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194 157 cases

3 089 deaths

1 038
migrants waiting
in transit centers

In Côte d’Ivoire, IOM works with Migrants as Messengers volunteers to adapt COVID-19 messages for people with disabilities. IOM/Mohamed Diabaté

FOCUS

Supporting the Safe Reopening of Borders
EPIDEMIOLOGIC UPDATE
In West and Central Africa, there have been 194 157

Despite the rising number of cases, many governments

confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 3 089 deaths to

in the region are lifting restrictions on mobility to

date (WHO, 19 August) with a steady increase in

mitigate the socio-economic impact of border

cases throughout the region including confirmed cases

and travel restrictions on populations.

of local transmission in many countries.

IOM is stepping up its response to support

The number of confirmed cases however depends

governments to safely resume border management,

heavily on the number of tests performed and testing

while increasing support to migrants and communities

capacity remains weak in many countries.

and health and livelihood assistance.

SITUATION REPORT - COVID-19 RESPONSE
IOM IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA

IOM RESPONSE - HIGHLIGHTS FOR WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA
IOM in West and Central Africa is working to ensure that a well-coordinated, comprehensive, equitable and timely
response to the crisis is underway to halt further transmission of the disease, limit the humanitarian and socioeconomic effects of the pandemic, and support affected communities to prepare for longer term-recovery. IOM’s
approach to preparing for and responding to disease outbreaks is anchored in IOM’s Health, Border and Mobility
Management (HBMM) framework. The HBMM framework links an understanding of population mobility with disease
surveillance and provides a platform to develop country-specific and multi-country interventions, emphasizing health
system strengthening along mobility corridors in line with the 2005 International Health Regulations (IHR).
IOM’s approach is aligned with the World Health Organization (WHO) Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan
and its revision, the UN Framework for the Immediate Socio-economic Response to COVID-19, and country-level
Preparedness and Response Plans (PRP). IOM responses aim to tackle the pandemic as an organization that can
respond to the acute health and multi-sectoral needs of affected populations and communities of concern, while also
implementing programmes to mitigate and address the longer term socio-economic impact of COVID-19.
In addition to the ongoing activities mentioned in the internal SitRep 1, SitRep 2, SitRep 3, SitRep 4, SitRep 5, SitRep
6, SitRep 7, SitRep 8, SitRep 9 and SitRep 10 IOM is currently running the following activities:

STRATEGIC PRIORITY I - Ensure a well-coordinated, informed and timely response through mobility
tracking systems and strengthening partnership and coordination structures established at the community,
national and regional levels.
● COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS

Borno State Agency for the control of HIV Aids

In Guinea supported the National Health Security

(BOSACA). The training was fully supported by the

Agency (ANSS) and the General Secretariat of Religious

SMoH and organized by WHO in collaboration with

Affairs (SGAR) in the organization of a workshop on July

MHPSS WG and partners (IOM, Médecins du Monde

27, 2020 in Conakry to develop a communication plan

(MdM) and Première Urgence Internationale (PUI).

to minimize the risks of the spread of COVID-19 ahead
of the special reopening of mosques for the celebration

In Cameroon, IOM is planning a Participative Mapping

of Eid El Kebir.

Methodology (PMM) exercise for the East region of
Cameroon on August 25th. In partnership with the

In Nigeria, IOM facilitated a 3-day training on Mental

Ministry of Health, this collective exercise will allow to

Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) for the health

map and prioritize locations of intervention for COVID-

and social workers from State Ministry of Health (SMoH),

19 response and enhance preparedness for future health

State Primary health Care Department

crises.

Agency

(SPHCDA), Federal Neuropsychiatric Hospital, and
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In Mauritania, IOM is leading the points of Entry (POE)

In Mali, IOM, in partnership with the Direction Nationale

pillar and

partners

du Développement Social (DNDS) is preparing a COVID-

contributing to that area of intervention. Efforts include

19 impact assessment on the internally displaced

the holding of trainings for the benefit of security forces

population. The exercise will be conducted along with

deployed at entry points, as well as the engagement of

the standard DTM data collection and will look to shed

border communities in COVID-19 prevention efforts

light on the various socio-economic impacts COVID-19

and referrals to epidemiologists in the wilayas of Brakna,

had on displaced populations in Mali. Indicators looking

Gorgol, Trarza, Guidimakha and Assaba.

at remittances, access to income generating activities,

coordinates more than 10

social cohesion have been added in this exercise.
● TRACKING MOBILITY IMPACTS
In Burkina Faso, since April 2020, IOM carries out cross-

In Mauritania, IOM is leading an active tracking of

border mobility monitoring in relation to the closure of

movements in some selected entry points, focusing on

borders by the government in response to the COVID-

transhumance tracking and monitoring changes in

19 pandemic. The 11

Event Tracking Tool report

transhumance patterns and incidents at borders.

published since the beginning of this exercise indicates

Transhumant herders in the wilayas of Trarza, Brakna,

that from July 20 to 26, 2,716 individuals were observed

Guidimakha, Hodh Ech Chargui, Hodh El Gharbi, Assaba,

going around official border closures at the borders with

and Gorgol, have benefitted from the distribution of PPE.

Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and Niger.

In preparation for the Eid festival, the exceptional

th

opening of some entry points bordering Senegal has
In Nigeria, Cameroon and the Central African Republic

taken place.

(CAR), IOM started a data collection exercise as per
request from the United Nations Secretary General’s

The RO Dakar Data and Research Unit recently

High-Level Panel on IDPs (HLP). All three IOM missions

produced a short summary of the regional POE

are currently conducting focus group discussions with

assessment. This report focuses on the Economic

both IDPs and Host Communities and will report their

Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and

findings to the HLP. A focus group discussion question

highlights border status, as well as the mobility situation

guide was developed by the RO Data and Research Unit

at more than 350 points-of-entry across ECOWAS

in order to ensure a harmonize feedback. DTM teams in

countries. The report also presents the existing health

Nigeria, Cameroon and CAR are coordinating their

capacity as well as the needs at the various POEs. Link

research activity with partners also involved in this

for the report (in French).

process (UNHCR, Plan, ACT, etc.)

STRATEGIC PRIORITY II

– Contribute to global, regional, national and community preparedness and

response efforts for COVID-19 to reduce associated morbidity and mortality.
●

RISK

COMMUNICATION

ENGAGEMENT (RCCE)

AND

COMMUNITY

In Cameroon, more than 4,000 people were sensitized
on COVID-19 and preventive measures in July in the East
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region. Activities will continue in both the East and Far-

COVID-19 awareness and sensitization on mode of

North regions until December 2020.

transmission, symptoms and preventions was also done
across camps with emphasis on the importance of social

In Burkina Faso, radio broadcasting was launched on

distancing at water fetching points and the proper use of

August 10, 2020. In addition, COVID-19 kits were

hand washing stations. IOM Camp Coordination and

delivered to 34 health centers in the North and Sahel

Camp Management (CCCM) carried out 421 rounds of

regions/Burkina Faso (July 27, 2020).

COVID-19 awareness sessions in 67 sites across 14
Local Government Areas in Borno and Adamawa states,

In Migrants as Messengers implementing countries,

reaching an estimated 424,634 individuals. For sites in

returnees have been leading awareness raising for safe

Borno state devoid of IOM-WaSH presence but with

migration and COVID-19 preventive measures through

IOM-CCCM presence, 269 rounds of COVID-19

digital content development and production.

awareness sessions were carried out in 29 sites across 9
Local Government Areas reaching an estimated 202,099

In Côte d’Ivoire, returnees interviewed the popular

individuals (Including 534 individuals across 5 reception

singer Jahelle who uses her voice to raise awareness, and

centres).

produced a video in Agni and in sign language, a local
language to help raise awareness among “unconnected”

In

Senegal

took

it

upon

themselves

to

fight

communities.

disinformation on the spread of COVID-19 to
encourage communities to respect COVID-19 barrier

In The Gambia, the second phase of the border
community

engagement

initiatives

reached

measures (articles in French and English).

663

community leaders in 58 communities. 21 Community

In Sierra Leone, two radio programmes on preventing

Action Plans (CAPs) were developed. In addition, a

sexual and gender-based violence during COVID-19 and

nationwide broadcast of myth-busting video by migrant

a video series on the importance of following the

volunteers was launched on 7 TV stations, 8 radio

directives of local health authorities during COVID-19

stations and 10 community radios. The videos and other

were launched.

content developed by returnees are available in English,
Fula, Madinka and Wolof language.

In Nigeria, to celebrate World Day against Trafficking in
Persons, returnees conducted interviews on the role and

In Liberia, returnees participated in the “Mask Challenge”

impact of peer-to-peer messaging in addressing

to raise awareness through two videos (part 2 and part

trafficking in Person and mitigating the spread of COVID-

3) on COVID-19 preventive measures. Returnees also

19 in their communities. 1-7 August 2020 in Nigeria:

shared recorded videos showcasing their future

Two Migrants as messengers volunteers were engaged

aspirations. Videos here and here.

on TV and Radio interview in Delta State on their role in

In Nigeria, returnees also produced videos about their

the community in mitigating the spread of virus but also

future aspirations (video 1, video 2, video 3) and their

in addressing pressing issues such as trafficking in persons

vision of the post-pandemic life.

and irregular migration.
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As part of community engagement, volunteers also

multisectoral coordination between health authorities,

carried out public outreach sessions on COVID-19 and

law enforcement departments and partners.

safe migration pathways at the market in Lagos, reached

Also in Guinea, IOM also continued health control

245 people. Since June, IOM has conducted awareness

activities for 1,819 travelers including 589 women at the

sessions to 999 traders in various markets in Lagos, Edo,

land entry points of Boké, Kindia, Mamou, Faranah,

and Delta states.

Kankan and N'Zérékoré, as well as health control
activities for travelers from 50 flights received at Conakry

In The Gambia, IOM organized a training for

Airport with 2,556 passengers including 767 women on

17 returnees held last 13 July, where they were oriented

arrival and on departure.

by the Ministry of Health (MOH) on fundamental
COVID-19 RCCE principles and approaches, and by

In Nigeria, DTM continued its operations and monitored

IOM on the link between COVID-19 and migration. This

the movement of 171 persons from 14 POEs within

training aimed to equip the returnees to lead in

Adamawa and Borno. The data was collected from 11

subsequent campaigns, including a nationwide weekly

wards within 8 Local Government Areas. During the

radio program with MOH; participatory street art, mask

same period 35,839 movements were observed from 17

distribution, and a house-to-house campaign with the

flow monitoring points across all the Northeastern

Kanifing Municipal Council; and the production of songs

States. Of the total, 18,539 were inflows and 17,300

for nationwide dissemination.

outflows.

● POINTS OF ENTRY (POE)

In Mauritania, IOM supported the Government in

IOM conducted a mission to the Far-North region of

improving

Cameroon to assess the preparedness and response

approximately 77% of active entry points have been

capacities of two PoEs (Kousseri and Pont-Bongor) for

assisted and are able to be part of the national response.

the effective screening and referral of suspected COVID-

Assistance consisted in the implementation of health and

19 cases, as well as assess material needs such as

safety measures, the provision of a local quarantine

screening tents, masks and hand washing stations.

system and an isolation zone, the training of personnel,

Following this mission, a training of border workers will

the availability of detection services carried out by health

take place between 14th-16th August on effective

personnel, the availability of an emergency vehicle

Infection Prevention and Control measures (IPC) for

(ambulance), the availability of PPE and the provision of

approximately

ministry

healthcare coverage procedures. In addition, border

representatives, all in partnership with the ministry of

officials from the wilayas of Trarza, Brakna, Gorgol,

health.

Guidimakha and Assaba were trained on infection

25

border

officials

and

the

preparedness

of

entry

points:

prevention and control and received PPE.
On July 30, 2020 IOM Guinea, with the Regional
Directorate of Health (DRS), held the 5th meeting of the

In Burkina Faso, IOM, in partnership with WHO, is

Point of Entry and Collaboration Working Group Cross-

supporting the Government in assessing the technical

border of the N’Zérékoré region to strengthen the

and operational states of key entry points for public
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health measures in response to COVID-19 to the

This includes the set-up of hydroalcoholic gel stations and

prospect of reopening Burkina Faso's international

distance markers ahead of the reopening of the Osvaldo

borders amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. The evaluation

Vieira International Airport.

missions were carried out jointly with the participation
of government entities (CORUS / Ministry of Health and

● DISEASE SURVEILLANCE

Directorate of Border Police / Ministry of Security),

In Guinea, the Siguiri prefecture has recorded several

during June and July. For this phase, they covered the two

confirmed cases of COVID-19 in recent weeks, the

airports (Ouagadougou and Bobo-Dioulasso), the

majority of whom are employees of a local Gold

priority land border crossings of Yendéré, Koloko,

Company and their relatives. With a view to supporting

Hamelé, Galgouli, Dakola, Cinkansé, Faramana, Seytenga

the health district to break the chain of transmission, IOM

and Kantchari. Other ports of entry will also be assessed.

carried out a rapid assessment of the public health
emergency operations center (COU-SP) following which

Throughout the month of August, IOM will conduct

capacity building activities have been planned.

training workshops for security and health agents from
ten land border police stations in three localities in Côte

● INFECTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL (IPC)

d’Ivoire: Odienné (August 9-15; specific PoEs include

IOM Guinea participated in the preparatory workshop

Lareraba, Nigouni, Tiéfinzo et Gbéléban), Abengourou

for the mid-term evaluation of the International Health

(August 17-21; specific PoEs include Koguienou et Noé),

Regulations (IHR).

and Man (August 24-28; specific PoEs include Gbeunta,
Gbapleu, Sipilou, Prollo, Daobly et Pekan). These

In Nigeria, during the week of 25 July to 7 August 2020,

trainings will focus on the standard operating procedures

IOM supplied 25,750,933 liters water from 60 solar

for frontline border officers at the points of entry in

boreholes and 22 handpumps for 111,827 people living

response to the COVID-19 epidemic. The trainings will

in 42 camps in seven local government areas in Borno

also include information on combatting human trafficking

State.

and smuggling of migrants at PoEs as well as teach the

Through a joint IOM – UNDP program, 47 handwashing

agents how to use electronic tablets for registering

stations were installed in Borno state. IOM installed 6

travelers at the various points of entry into Côte d'Ivoire.

additional handwashing stations in Adamawa state during
the reporting period. To date, IOM has installed 315

In Guinea-Bissau, IOM finalized construction of

hand-washing stations for communities to practice the

temporary isolation structures in the Burumtuma, Pirada,

COVID-19 preventive and control measures to reduce

Cuntabane and Bubaque PoEs in the regions of Gabu,

the risk of the spread of the virus.

Tombali, Bolama Bijagos. In addition, 3,306 reusable
locally produced masks were distributed to the Regional

Additionally, IOM Nigeria distributed 488 soap to 244

Directorate of Migration and Borders for all border

people in Dikwa Reception Center in Borno state,

officials of the country's PoE. IOM also supported

bringing the total number of soaps distributed to 23,630

national authorities with the elaboration of a roadmap

for 11,815 people in Dikwa Local government area

for the reopening of the land and air borders.

(LGA).
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In The Gambia, IOM, WHO and the Ministry of Health

In Burkina Faso, during the last week of July 2020, IOM

facilitated a four-day training for 100 frontline workers at

reinforced health-care facilities in the Sahel and North

quarantine centers on infection prevention and control

region by through the distribution of 34 complete

& mental health and psychosocial support.

COVID-19 WASH kits.

STRATEGIC PRIORITY III – Ensure access of affected people to basic services and commodities including
health care, and protection and social services.
● PROTECTION

legislation were identified as priority areas (on the week

In collaboration with the Nigerian, Nigerien and Malian

of 1-7 August).

Governments, IOM supported the voluntary return of
109 Nigerians stranded in Mali on Monday 27 July 2020

In The Gambia, IOM provided emergency food

and 158 stranded in Niger on Wednesday 29 July 2020.

assistance (on 24/7) to 21 migrants (including ten

The returnees received reception and post-arrival

Guineans, four Nigerians, three Sierra Leonians, two

assistance and were accommodated at designated

Ghanaians and two Malians) through the EU-IOM Joint

quarantine facilities in Lagos and Abuja respectively.

Initiative. The migrants were identified by the ECOWAS

Reintegration assistance will be provided under the

Citizens in The Gambia (ECOCIG) Association and had

DFID-funded Safety Support and Solutions Phase II

been stranded in the country since early 2020 or late

program as well as the EU-IOM Joint Initiative.

2019.

IOM Nigeria MHPSS teams continue to engage project

In Burkina Faso, IOM provided shelter and food

participants and host community members in positive

assistance to 43 stranded Nigeriens and coordinated

coping strategies/activities, including tips on coping with

with the national authorities and the authorities of Niger

stress during lockdown or movement restriction. Covid-

to organize their voluntary return. The migrants are

19-related messaging and sensitization is integrated in the

expected to leave Burkina Faso on the 18th of August,

MHPSS interventions, including Psychosocial First Aid,

after following all pre-departure processes related to

Lay counselling, gender-based violence (GBV) case

COVID-19.

referral, GBV sensitization, informal education and
counter-trafficking sensitization. During the reporting

As an active partner in the protection sub-group, IOM

period IOM reached 2148 individuals.

Mauritania contributed to the analysis of vulnerability to
protection risks of the most excluded communities

In view of the spike of GBV cases in Nigeria during

during COVID-19. IOM Mauritania also supported the

COVID-19, IOM held a virtual meeting with the Ministry

inclusion of migrants in the targeting efforts done by the

of Justice in Edo state to identify the priority areas where

national development agency which is providing a specific

they would need support. The strengthening of safe

COVID-19

houses, shelters and support the review of state-based

supported the temporary return of a Mauritanian doctor

focused

program.

Furthermore,

IOM
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living in France to support the development of the

also facilitate the return of approximately one hundred

Mauritanian health system. This is part of IOM

Ivorians stranded in Niger.

Mauritania’s diaspora return program through which 5
doctors have been able to return to Mauritania and

IOM also continues to provide shelter and assistance to

participate in the national response to COVID-19.

6 Sierra-Leoneans stranded in Côte d’Ivoire and is

In collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

coordinating the organization of their voluntary return in

national authorities and IOM Niger, IOM Côte d’Ivoire

line with all pre-departure processes related to COVID-

successfully organized the voluntary return of 147

19.

vulnerable Nigerien migrants to Niger on August 6th. A

As of July 31, close to 140 vulnerable families had

similar movement is planned for the end of this month

received specific/emergency cash assistance to cushion

(approximately 145 Nigeriens). The same day, IOM will

the socioeconomic challenges created by the COVID19
health crisis.

STRATEGIC PRIORITY IV

– Support international, national and local partners to respond to the socio-

economic impacts of COVID-19.
● SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT

start of the pandemic in the country. This survey will be

IOM Cameroon worked with the UN Economic

used to assess the needs of communities and collect

Commission for Africa to develop a programme of

feedback on the assistance programs and activities

assistance to alleviate the socio-economic impact of

related to COVID-19 that are already in place.

COVID-19 on remittances in Cameroon. The proposed
programme includes short term interventions such as

On August 4, IOM, along the Mauritanian government

income generating activities, as well as longer term

Save the Children and UNICEF, inaugurated the recently

strategies concerning money and resource management

rehabilitated Centres for the Social Protection and

workshops, and the setting up of a technical action group

Integration of Children (CPISE) of Nouakchott and

on remittances with the government, the public sector,

Nouadhibou. The CPISEs will provide shelter and

NGOs, the private sector, and other stakeholders.

protection to children in vulnerable situations, including
unaccompanied and separated migrant children. These

In Mauritania, IOM launched a survey on the socio-

centres

economic impact of the COVID-19 crisis and the current

empowered and mandated to receive these children.

situation of migrant communities five months since the

are

the

only

governmental

structures
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Burkina Faso

AREAS OF INTERVENTION
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Bénin
Cameroon

coordination and partnerships

Central African Republic

risk communication and community engagement (RCCE)

Chad

disease surveillance

Côte d’Ivoire

points of entry (POE)

Ghana

national laboratory system

Guinea

infection prevention and control (IPC)

Guinea Bissau

case management and continuity of essential services

Liberia

logistics, procurement and supply management

Mali

protection

Mauritania

camp coordination and camp management (CCCM)

Niger

tracking mobility impacts

Nigeria

addressing socio-economic impacts of the crisis

Sierra Leone
Sénégal
The Gambia
Togo

COMMUNICATIONS

●●●●●●●●●
●●●●

●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●

●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●

●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●●●●●

●●●●●●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●
●●●●●●●
●●

Stranded Sierra Leoneans Return Amid COVID-19
Pandemic, Part of 2,800 Returns Along Humanitarian
Corridors in West, Central Africa
Last week, 59 Sierra Leoneans stranded in Senegal since
the outbreak of COVID-19 returned home safely via air
charter flight. This brings to 2,800 the number of people
assisted with voluntary return through humanitarian
corridors in the region by IOM with financial support
from the European Union.
ENGLISH

IOM Strengthens Capacity of Airport Frontliners as
Freetown International Airport Reopens
To open Freetown International Airport safely, IOM, last
month, conducted a capacity assessment to identify areas
that need urgent support before the resumption of
scheduled operations. IOM also undertook special training
of Sierra Leonean “Frontliners,” the first officials to contact
arriving travelers.
ENGLISH
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Livelihood, Psychosocial Support as Shipwreck Survivors The Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Migrants in
Ghana
Contribute to COVID-19 Response in The Gambia

Stranded Migrants in The Gambia Receive
Emergency Food Assistance

ECOWAS, IOM Join Forces to Improve Mobility in West
Africa

IOM, Partners Facilitate the Opening of Child Protection
and Social Integration Centers amid COVID-19 Crisis

Homecoming: 109 Stranded Nigerians Return from Mali
Via Humanitarian Corridor

IOM Supports Quarantine Centers in The Gambia with
COVID-19 on the Rise

Over 60 Nigerians Return from Lebanon
as Migrant Worker Conditions Worsen
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Près de 150 Nigériens bloqués en Côte d’Ivoire rentrent
chez eux pendant la pandémie

Augmentation des déplacés au Mali : l’OIM assiste
les déplacés internes en abris

IOM, UNHCR Mourn Death of 27 People off
West African Coast

Les Nigériens combattent la COVID-19 à travers
l’entrepreneuriat des jeunes

Bloquée en Algérie durant la crise de la COVID-19, Mariam
souhaite refaire sa vie dans son pays

What Are the Implications of COVID-19 for
Development in West Africa?

